DEATH OF PRINCESS' BEATRICE

A SPEECH TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
OCTOBER 31,1944

I

1, 1944,
BEG to move,

" That an humble Address be presented to His Majesty to express
the deep concern of this House at the loss which His Majesty has
sustained by the death of Her Royal Highness the Princess Beatrice;
and to condole with His Majesty on this melancholy occasion; and
to assure His Majesty that this House -wall ever participate with the
most affectionate and dutiful attachment in whatever may concern
the feelings and interests of His Majesty."

The death of Her Royal Highness the Princess Beatrice, youngest
and last surviving child of Queen Victoria, closes a chapter in the
history of the Royal House, and evokes memories of that famous and
placid era of peace and progress which is called the Victorian Age.
By the public the Princess will be chiefly remembered for her close
association with Queen Victoria ; as a child, in married life, and as a
widow, she was the Queen's constant companion on private and public
occasions, and it was to her that the Queen bequeathed the manuscript
of her private journal. Moreover, she was confirmed in the public
regard by the severe personal loss, first of her husband, Prince Henry
of Battenberg, who died in the second Ashanti war, and then of her
son, Prince Maurice, who died of wounds in France in 1914. The
Princess was interested in many works of beneficence, chiefly perhaps
in ex-Servicemen, for whom, from her own personal sorrow, she had a
keen natural sympathy.

She long held the position of Governor and Captain of the Isle of
Wight, in which office she succeeded her husband, and she gained in
very great measure the affection and the regard of the whole com-
munity in the island, in which she had spent many happy days during
her early residence there at Osborne with her mother.

The House will no doubt wish to take this opportunity of expressing
their deep sympathy with her children, Her Majesty the Queen
Dowager Victoria Eugenie of Spain, and the Marquess of Carisbrooke.
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